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Changes in GCSE English

• ALL students sit both English Language and English Literature.

• The courses are linear: 100% exam* 

• Foundation and Higher papers are obsolete: all students sit the 
same, untiered exam.

(* English Language requires students to perform a talk/speech 
equating to an endorsement on their Language certificate of Pass, 
Merit or Distinction.)



Two exams
Students will study:
• A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens
• An Inspector Calls, J.B. Priestley
• Power and Conflict poetry cluster (AQA)
• Unseen poetry 
EITHER:
• Macbeth (Mr Wilson and Mrs Leeming’s classes ONLY)
• Romeo and Juliet (Mrs France’s classes ONLY) 

Revision Guides are available for these texts; £3 each/ £15 for the set of 5



 Two, skills based exams

Paper 1:
Reading –20th century fiction extract
Writing –creative prose

Paper 2: 
Reading –19th and 21st century non-fiction extracts
Writing –TWO transactional/ persuasive tasks

 Letter, speech, article, report, review, guide



PPEs/ Formal Assessments/ Mocks
Completed:

• Full GCSE English Language mocks

• Half of a Literature mock

Upcoming Assessments:

February PPEs:

• Full GCSE English Language mock

March:

• Full GCSE English Literature mock



How to Help
• All students have a copy of A Christmas Carol and of the AQA 

Poetry anthology.

• Used copies of other set texts: An Inspector Calls and 
Macbeth/Romeo and Juliet

• Study guides 

• Exam board websites: AQA Literature and Eduqas Language 

• After school sessions: Tuesdays with Mrs Wagg

• Encourage reading and discussion of set texts.

• Ask!



Maths GCSE Information
17th January 2018

Mrs Evans

s.evans@smithdonhigh.org.uk



GCSE Mathematics 2018: What’s changed?

• AQA Exam Board

• There will be two tiers of entry: Foundation Grades (1 to 5) and Higher (4 to 9)

• The qualification will consist of three exams each worth 80 marks.

• Each exam will last 1 hour 30 minutes.

• Paper 1 will be non-calculator, paper 2 and 3 will be calculator.

• Each paper will continue to build in difficulty as the paper progresses.



New maths GCSE grades

Top 3% of pupils achieve 9

7 is anchored to old A

4 is anchored to old C

5 is set between B and C

1 is the old F and G



• Greater focus on problem-solving.

• Requirement to provide clear mathematical arguments.

• New added content at both Higher and Foundation level.

• Fewer formulae provided. (students expected to 

remember them!)



Preparation for Summer Exams:

• Nov 17 PPE

• Feb 18 PPE

• Weekly maths Club

• Intervention

• Pixl maths App

• Hegarty Maths

• Mathswatch

• Exam Practice

• Revision guides/Workbooks



Mathematics Intervention
Week Days:
1hour of(small group) focused maths intervention (extra lesson time)
 1 hour of(small group) maths intervention after school (Thursday after 

school)
 1 hour of Maths club (Wednesday after school)

Saturday Mornings:
1hour (1:1) with a maths mentor (focusing on individual progress)



Useful websites - free online resources for independent study:



https://mathsapp.pixl.org.uk/PMA.html




Interactive, online support offering
videos/tutorials and worksheets ranging 

from Grade 1 to Grade 9 (as well as KS3).



Steps to Parent Success
Your child will be supported with revision skills and strategies in 

school. However, your awareness and mentoring of them at 
home will help to develop these skills.



What can you do to help?

‘I was never very good at Maths…’

Be positive



• Students complete 30 minutes of revision EVERY night

• Hegarty Maths Revision

• Pixl maths app

• Stay in touch with us!

What can you do to support?



Important Dates 

s.evans@smithdonhigh.org.uk



Science GCSE
Information for parents
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Courses
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Biology Chemistry

Physics Practicals

Combined 
GCSE x2 
grades

Biology Chemistry

Physics

Practicals

3 GCSEs 

Biology, Physics and 
Chemistry

Practicals

Practicals

Combined Trilogy Triple



Exam Dates

• Biology Paper 1- 15 May 2018 pm
Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.
• Biology Paper 2 -11 June 2018 am
Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology.
• Chemistry Paper 1- 17 May 2018 am
Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; 
Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes; and Energy changes.
• Chemistry Paper 2 -13 June 2018 am
The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the 
atmosphere; and Using resources.
• Physics Paper 1 -23 May 2018 pm
Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure.
• Physics Paper 2 -15 June 2018 am
Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism; and Space physics.
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Exams are: 
1h15 for Combined
1h45 for Triple



PPE Exams

• These are being held at a different time to other subjects. The 
next round will be after the half term. 

• 13th, 14th and 15th March.
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http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse

The AQA website is the first port of call for useful 
materials like the specifications/past papers etc.
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What we are doing

• Science Club Tuesday after school B58

• Focussed intervention sessions based on PLC’s

• Kerboodle – set revision tasks based on PLC’s

32



How parents can help

• Ask to see PLC’s to help focus revision

• Encourage the use of kerboodle to complete tasks set.

• Encourage use of revision guide – 20min to read one section
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Useful resources

• AQA Website

• Kerboodle

• Revision guides

• http://www.my-gcsescience.com

• http://www.gcsescience.com/index.html

• http://www.gojimo.com/

• http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
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How to use Kerboodle

www.kerboodle.com

Username: initial + surname

e.g. srobinson

Password: Same as username

Institution code: de3
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http://www.kerboodle.com/
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Copy of the text bookWorksheets/quizzes/podcasts

Assigned Tests/ revision practice
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Contact us!

• Mrs Brown – Acting Head of Science: a.brown@smithdonhigh.org.uk

• Mrs Robinson – s.robinson@smithdonhigh.org.uk

• Dr Outten – m.outten@smithdonhigh.org.uk

• Mrs Charlton-Trewick - r.charlton-trewick@smithdonhigh.org.uk

• Mrs Pike - c.pike@smithdonhigh.org.uk

• Mrs Soper- v.soper@smithdonhigh.org.uk
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RE revision sessions will be running every Tuesday after 
school 3-4pm; open to all.

There is now a revision guide that covers all of the course 
called 'AQA GCSE Religious Studies A: Christianity and Islam 
Revision Guide' Publisher: Oxford University Press.

Revision website - https://revisionworld.com/gcse-
revision/rs-religious-studies

RE

https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/rs-religious-studies


14 May 2018 Paper 1 - The Study of religions: beliefs, 
teachings and practices (Christianity and Islam)
Duration: 1h 45m

16 May 2018 Paper 2 - Thematic Studies - Units -
Relationships and families, Religion and life, Crime and 
Punishment, Human rights and social justice. 

Duration: 1h 45m

RE: Exam Dates



Students have been given the following revision materials

• Booklet 1 – Crime and Punishment, The Elizabethans and 
History Around US (handed out Year10)

• Booklet 2- The Making of America (handed out Dec 2018)

• Booklet 3 – Life in Nazi Germany (handed out Dec 2018)

• PIXL APP - students have all been given log ins.

History



J411/21 History Around Us 1 h Mon 4 June am (Paper 2 –
Historic site study Norwich Castle)

J411/11-19 British History – thematic study and depth study 
1 h 45 min  Fri 8 June pm (Paper 1 – Crime and Punishment 
and The Elizabethans)

J411/31-39 World History –period study and depth study 1 h 
45 min each Tue 12 June pm (Paper 3 – The making of 
America and Life in Nazi Germany)

History: Exam Dates



History Around Us:
Students completed a booklet on this in class after the Autumn half term.  The focus of this topic is how the 
Castle was used, any changes, turning points or ways in which the castle represents the time period. (Note the 
students are not to discuss how this site as a gaol as it clashes with Crime and Punishment topic). Students 
have been given useful sites via booklet (also emailed).
Crime and Punishment:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z3gg87h/resources/1 some interesting clips about the topic
http://www.themanor.notts.sch.uk/assets/Revision/Crime-and-Punishment-Revision-Guide-v1-GHY.pdf useful revision guide produced for an 
alternative course - * please note the OCR course starts 1250 (so the Roman section is not applicable, the Saxons are also not applicable)
The Elizabethans:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zwynhv4 applicable to our course 
The Making of America:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/shp/americanwest/ easy to understand revision does not cover the role of black 
Americans – which is required for course.
Life in Nazi Germany:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/history/nationalism/nazi/revision/1/ this is an A level site but is focused on the time period relevant 
to the course.
http://www.johndclare.net/Nazi_Germany3.htm information on this site is focused at GCSE students though not specific to our course, still a 
very useful site.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zchx2p3 - applicable to our course 

History: Useful Revision Sites

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z3gg87h/resources/1
http://www.themanor.notts.sch.uk/assets/Revision/Crime-and-Punishment-Revision-Guide-v1-GHY.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zwynhv4
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/shp/americanwest/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/history/nationalism/nazi/revision/1/
http://www.johndclare.net/Nazi_Germany3.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zchx2p3


All students have:-

• A revision guide and workbook written for the course

• Access to the PIXL Geography APP
https://geographyapp.pixl.org.uk/

The New BBC bitesize is also a good revision tool
https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/zsytxsg

Geography

https://geographyapp.pixl.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/zsytxsg


Component 1 - Students have computer room lessons every Friday 
and are working on their devising portfolio - The marks for this have to 
be submitted in March. They will then complete an evaluation for 
submission also in March.

Component 2 - Students are in practical groups working on scripts. 
Students need to learn lines. There will be a rehearsal during the Feb 
half term and attendance is essential.

The component 2 exam is on the 15th March in the morning, all 
students will perform to an external examiner.

Drama



Component 3 - is the written exam - students need to be revising and 
refreshing their memory of the set text.

They also need to see a piece of live theatre to write a review - There 
is a Theatre trip to see 'Teechers' at the Norwich Playhouse on the 7th

February, letter to follow. In addition on the 9th May a visiting theatre 
company will be coming into school to perform the play 'I love you 
Mum, I promise I won't die.' 

The date of the component 3 practical exam is on Friday the 18th May.

Drama



Final review of Coursework-worth 60% of overall Grade. (2 projects 
with final pieces and a skills book) Deadline February 9th.

Art Exam-Tuesday and Wednesday 8th and 9th of May.(project and 
final piece done in 10 hour exam) 40% of overall grade.

After school art-Every Tuesday and Wednesday to 3pm till 5pm..

2 days Easter revision to be confirmed.

Art



Sessions are run during:
Registration
Occasional “working lunch”
After school

These should be attended.

If there are issues, for example transport, please let us know.

Intervention



• Science (Tues) and Maths (Wed) club

• Walking, Talking Mocks

• PLCs – personalised learning checklists

• DTT – Diagnosis, Therapy, Testing

• Smith Proforma

• PPE

Other Ways We’re Supporting

../../../RSL/PiXL-PLC-SCIENCE-DA-NEW-SOEC.xlsx
../../../RSL/Smithdon Example Smith Proforma.docx


Supporting your child in setting themselves up for revision

The simplest things often get in the way of starting revision.

Encourage your child to empty their bag and file hand outs and 
information from lessons at the end of each day. 

Find out what is happening at school – intervention, clubs etc.

Support your child finding good revision aids – books, apps or 
websites.

Help your child to plan their revision timetable.

Tips for Revision: Parents



Supporting your child in DOING the revision

Support your child in sticking to their revision plan and keeping to the 
start and finishing times. 

Top up the ‘workbox’

Look at creating some rules for revision

Provide favourite snacks and drinks 

Be flexible – if they want to go to a party on a revision night, agree 
when they will make the time up.

Tips for Revision: Parents



Be sensitive to the pressure your child is feeling – let them know that if 
they are really not up to it on odd days, it isn’t the end of the world. 

Keep up with regular ‘check-ins’ and don’t nag in between times!.

Tips for Revision: Parents



Attendance



• Tuesday 30th Jan – Thursday 8th Feb (inclusive) PPEs

• Half term – Monday 12th Feb – Friday 16th Feb

• Parents Evening – Thursday 8th March

• Reward Trip – Wednesday 28th March

• Easter holiday – Thursday 29th March – Friday 13th April

• May holiday – Monday 28th May – Friday 1st June

• Prom – last week June

More Important Dates



Helpful Links: Revision

Further information for Revision:
http://www.lifehacker.co.uk/2015/04/28/10-great-apps-to-help-you-ace-your-exams
Useful list of apps to help with revision

http://www.wikihow.com/Memorize or http://www.positivelymad.co.uk/
Excellent ideas on remembering information

www.bbc.co.uk/education and choose GCSE. Lots of resources for almost all subjects, along with specific 
advice.

http://www.justincraig.ac.uk/revision-techniques-gcse

https://getrevising.co.uk/

www.s-cool.co.uk and http://revisionworld.co.uk/gcse-revision
For some general tips and subject-specific information

Amazon and WH Smith and other online retailers all sell a wide variety of hard copy subject-specific revision 
guides.

http://www.lifehacker.co.uk/2015/04/28/10-great-apps-to-help-you-ace-your-exams
http://www.wikihow.com/Memorize
http://www.positivelymad.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.justincraig.ac.uk/revision-techniques-gcse
https://getrevising.co.uk/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://revisionworld.co.uk/gcse-revision


Helpful Links: Support

General support for teenagers

www.themix.org.uk

www.youthaccess.org.uk/

General support for parents

http://www.familylives.org.uk

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio1/advice
Offers advice on a whole range of issues that might worry your child

http://www.themix.org.uk/
http://www.youthaccess.org.uk/
http://www.familylives.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio1/advice


Contact: Pastoral Team

Name Role Email

Ms Fairweather RSL & Head of KS4 ICT s.fairweather@smithdonhigh.org.uk

Mrs Evans Form tutor & Head of Maths s.evans@smithdonhigh.org.uk

Mr Freeman Form tutor & Maths d.freeman@smithdonhigh.org.uk

Mrs Pike: Form tutor & Science c.pike@smithdonhigh.org.uk

Mr Sexton Form tutor & Head of Music m.sexton@smithdonhigh.org.uk

Mrs Warnes Form tutor & lead for History s.warnes@smithdonhigh.org.uk

mailto:s.fairweather@smithdonhigh.org.uk
mailto:s.fairweather@smithdonhigh.org.uk
mailto:s.fairweather@smithdonhigh.org.uk
mailto:s.fairweather@smithdonhigh.org.uk
mailto:s.fairweather@smithdonhigh.org.uk
mailto:s.fairweather@smithdonhigh.org.uk


Contact: Key Staff

Name Role Email

Mrs Barnham Lead for Child Development 
and Health and Social Care

l.barnham@smithdonhigh.org.uk

Mrs Birks Head of DT m.birks@smithdonhigh.org.uk

Mr Chapman Head of Geography s.chapman@smithdonhigh.org.uk

Mrs Fysh Head of RE e.fysh@smithdonhigh.org.uk

Mrs Hernandez Acting Head of PE e.hernandez@smithdonhigh.org.uk

Mrs Proctor Lead for Drama v.proctor@smithdonhigh.org.uk

Mr Radday Lead for French h.radday@smithdonhigh.org.uk

Miss Tooze Head of Art h.tooze@smithdonhigh.org.uk

Mrs Wright Head of English a.wright@smithdonhigh.org.uk

mailto:l.barnham@smithdonhigh.org.uk
mailto:m.birks@smithdonhigh.org.uk
mailto:s.fairweather@smithdonhigh.org.uk
mailto:s.fairweather@smithdonhigh.org.uk
mailto:s.fairweather@smithdonhigh.org.uk
mailto:v.proctor@smithdonhigh.org.uk
mailto:s.h.radday@smithdonhigh.org.uk
mailto:s.fairweather@smithdonhigh.org.uk
mailto:s.fairweather@smithdonhigh.org.uk


Where to find this!

• Go to Parents

• Then Exam/Revision 
Info


