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Dear parents 

 

It was lovely to greet the students on our return with no rain yesterday! I hope you and your families had a 
good half term, even if you were still working. 
 

I wanted to write early this half term since it is such a short one and there are so many things going on 
this term for students to get involved in and opportunities for co-curricular activities, that you might want to 
encourage your child to participate in, as well as some key exam dates. 
 

Year 9 begin with two weeks of their mid-year assessments in all subjects, as part of the Preferences 
programme which launches in earnest this week too. There will be assemblies from subject leads and 1-
2-1 meetings with the Senior Leadership Team to discuss student preferences and careers ambitions and 
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Year 10 end the term with their first mock examinations - Options subjects in classrooms from 16-20 
March and Core subjects in the Hall from 23-26 March. However, Year 10 Health and Social care 
students have their first formal presentations for their GCSE coursework on Thursday 26 February, with 
several students then involved in the Year 10 Maths Feast at Springwood on Wednesday 4 March.  
 

Year 11 will be receiving their PPE examination papers back with feedback for how to improve and a 
mock results morning on Wednesday 11 March. They are now on the final run to the GCSEs with 7 
�V�F�K�R�R�O���Z�H�H�N�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���R�Q�H�����X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���µ�Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q�¶���H�[�D�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�J�L�Q���Z�L�W�K���$�U�W�����,�Q���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�W�L�P�H, 
there will be a Drama Component 2 exam on Wednesday 18 March and after Easter the MFL orals and 
PE External Moderation Day. Year 11 Rewards Trip will also take place on Friday 27 March. 
 

Other Important Da tes for the Diary  

�x Friday 27 February - Year 5 Experience Day (local primary school students at Smithdon) 

�x Monday 2 - Fri 13 March  - Smithdon Literary Festival, including: 
o Monday 2 - Friday 6 March - KS3 English classes will be participating in live author 

events through Scholastic 
o Wednesday 4 March - Writing group 
o Thursday 5 March - World Book Day - dress as a character 
o Friday 6 March - Yr9 Journalism Day 
o Monday 9 - Friday 13 March - Masked Reader week 
o Wednesday 11 March - Roald Dahl Day with Library activities 
o Friday 13 March - Lisa Thompson, author visit for Year 8 

�x Monday 9 - Friday 13 March - British Science Week, including STEMM group visits to local 
primary schools 

�x Wednesday 11 March - Year 8 Race to the Line Trust Competition 

�x Monday 16 - Friday 20 March  - Learn about Livestock Week (Sheep on site) 
�x Friday 20 March - Comic Relief Day (information to follow) 
�x Friday 27 March  - Harry Potter & the Cursed Child theatre trip and last day of term. 
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