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GCSE Preferences Process

Key dates:

19 January - GCSE Preferences programme launched
23 February - Year 9 assessment fortnight begins
4 April - Deadline for selections to be made
June - Confirmation of subjects 



GCSE Preferences Process
19 January - Preferences programme launched, 
information shared with students and parents to help 
with making preferences.

● GCSE Preferences booklet 
● 2 x PSHE sessions each week 

○ Next steps information; apprenticeships, sixth 
form, college etc.

○ Course information delivered by Heads of 
Department and current students.

● Weekly assembly
● Careers interviews



GCSE Preferences Process
23 February - Year 9 assessment fortnight begins

These are part of the picture to help
● Students decide on the best courses for them
● Staff advise on the suitability of the GCSE course for 

individuals

Ongoing work in lessons also plays a big part - remember 
subjects are not confirmed until June - all of KS3 is 
considered.



GCSE Preferences Process

4 April - Deadline for selections to be made

The actual selection process is done using an online 
system in school. Students will log in during a PSHE 
session and complete the online form to choose their 
preferences.

Parents are able to see this through the parent app if 
they wish to confirm.



GCSE Preferences Process
What you need to know:
● All students complete Maths, English and Science 

GCSEs
● All students have core PE on their timetable
● All students will then study 4 further courses
● The majority of students will select a modern foreign 

language 
● All students have to select at least one of History or 

Geography
● This leaves 2 open choices remaining



GCSE Preferences Process

● Music
● Drama
● GCSE PE
● Art
● Hospitality and Catering
● Business
● Creative I-media
● Health and Social Care
● Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE)
● Design Technology



GCSE Preferences Process

Music
Drama
GCSE PE
Art
Hospitality & 
catering
Business
Creative I-
media

Geography
or

History

French
or

German (if 
studied in 
year 8/9)

English Language and Literature, Maths, Science, Core PE

1x 1x 2x

Health & Social 
care
RPE
Design Technology
French
German
Geography
History



GCSE Preferences Process
Music
Drama
GCSE PE
Art
Hospitality & catering
Business
Creative I-media
Health & Social care
Philosophy and ethics
Design Technology
French
German
Geography
History

2x ● Students will be asked to pick 
4 subjects for this section and 
rank them in order of 
preference

● We cannot guarantee that 
students will get their top 2 
preferences so it is essential 
that they carefully consider all 
4 subjects that they put down.

● Order of preference will be 
stuck to as much as possible!



GCSE Preferences Process
How you can help:

● Talk to your child about the process - use the GCSE 
curriculum guide and extra information on Google 
classroom 

● Make sure they are thinking about the right things:
○ What subjects will help them reach their next step
○ What subjects they are successful in
○ What subjects they enjoy

■ Not the wrong things:
○ What their friends are doing
○ Who the teachers are



Homework in 
Year 9

• All students have a Knowledge 
Organiser including a reading 
log and a summary of learning 
techniques 

• Homework is based on 
Knowledge Organisers. 

• Homework will be set as 
follows:

- Maths (set on Sparx) - once per 
week

- English - Read daily. Update 
reading logs weekly.

- Science and MFL - once per week

- Humanities (History, Geography 
or RE) on rotation - once per week

- All other subjects on rotation -
once per week



What is your Child Learning?

Then click on subject 

overviews



Learning Journeys



English Curriculum Overview
English KS3 Curriculum Topics



The Smithdon Way Student Handbook

• Have you seen this?

• Includes the Smithdon 
7, expectations 
regarding uniform, 
equipment, behaviour, 
safeguarding, routines 
and lessons.



Work Hard, Be Kind 
and Smile


