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GCSE Preferences Process

Key dates:

19 January - GCSE Preferences programme launched
23 February - Year 9 assessment fortnight begins

4 April - Deadline for selections to be made

June - Confirmation of subjects




GCSE Preferences Process

19 January - Preferences programme launched,
information shared with students and parents to help
with making preferences.

® GCSE Preferences booklet
® 2 x PSHE sessions each week
O Next steps information; apprenticeships, sixth
form, college etc.
O Course information delivered by Heads of
Department and current students.
e Weekly assembly
~.@..Careers interviews




GCSE Preferences Process

23 February - Year 9 assessment fortnight begins

These are part of the picture to help

e Students decide on the best courses for them

e Staff advise on the suitability of the GCSE course for
individuals

Ongoing work in lessons also plays a big part - remember
subjects are not confirmed until June - all of KS3 is
considered.




GCSE Preferences Process

4 April - Deadline for selections to be made

The actual selection process is done using an online
system in school. Students will log in during a PSHE
session and complete the online form to choose their
preferences.

Parents are able to see this through the parent app if
they wish to confirm.




GCSE Preferences Process

What you need to know:

All students complete Maths, English and Science
GCSEs

All students have core PE on their timetable

All students will then study 4 further courses

The majority of students will select a modern foreign
language

All students have to select at least one of History or
Geography

This leaves 2 open choices remaining




GCSE Preferences Process

Music

Drama

GCSE PE

Art

Hospitality and Catering

Business

Creative I-media

Health and Social Care

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE)
Design Technology




GCSE Preferences Process

English Language and Literature, Maths, Science, Core PE

1x 1x 2X
French Geography | | Music Health & Social
or or Drama care
German (if History GCSE PE RPE
studied in e |' DeSIgE Technology
year 8/9) Hosp!ta ity & Frenc
catering German
Business Geography
Creative I- History

media




GCSE Preferences Process

2X

Music

Drama

GCSE PE

Art

Hospitality & catering
Business

Creative I-media
Health & Social care
Philosophy and ethics
Design Technology
French

German

Geography

History

e Students will be asked to pick
4 subjects for this section and
rank them in order of
preference

e \We cannot guarantee that
students will get their top 2
preferences so it is essential
that they carefully consider all
4 subjects that they put down.

e Order of preference will be
stuck to as much as possible!




GCSE Preferences Process

How you can help:

e Talk to your child about the process - use the GCSE
curriculum guide and extra information on Google
classroom

e Make sure they are thinking about the right things:

O
O
O

@)

What subjects will help them reach their next step
What subjects they are successful in

What subjects they enjoy

m Not the wrong things:

What their friends are doing

Who the teachers are




Homework in
Year 9

Year 9
Knowledge
Organiser

Autumn Term
2024/25

3¢ West Norfolk
it Academies Trust

All students have a Knowledge
Organiser including a reading
log and a summary of learning
techniques

Homework is based on
Knowledge Organisers.

Homework will be set as
follows:

- Maths (set on Sparx) - once per
week

- English - Read daily. Update
reading logs weekly.

- Science and MFL - once per week
- Humanities (History, Geography
or RE) on rotation - once per week

- All other subjects on rotation -
once per week



What is your Child Learning?

ABOUT US ADMISSIONS NEWS & EVENTS PARENTS STUDENT LIFE SIXTH FORM

ASPIRE PROGRAMME ASSESSMENT

CURRICULUM EXAM/REVISION INFO

KNOWLEDGE
ORGANISERS

GCSE PREFERENCES

REMOTE LEARNING STEP UP TO GCSE

)

LEARNING SUPPORT -
SEND

STUDENT LINKS
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ABOUT US ADMISSIONS NEWS & EVENTS PARENTS

ASPIRE PROGRAMME ASSESSMENT

» CURRICULUM EXAM/REVISION INFO

KNOWLEDGE GCSE PREFERENCES

ORGANISERS . .

Then click on subject
REMOTE LEARNING STEP UP TO GCSE OVErviews
STUDENT LINKS LEARNING SUPPORT -

SEND
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Learning Journeys

Our Eng"Sh Curmrriculum - mis conceptual cuniculum is designed 16 develop students' sense of English as an academic

discipiine by linking its abstroct frames and metaphors 10 concrete exampies within a wide range of challenging texis including whole books,
short stories, poems and plays with a wide coverage of genres, historical perods form and authors.

. . Characterisation
Slory & Confext This scheme focuses on connecting
This scheme develops pupis’ awareness people and places with understanding
:2' fexts cre constructs and that waters of how and why thay express a writer's Genre & Theme

their cultural contexts

influenced by ther expernences and This scheme is focussed on

understanding genres and
themes. How and why writers
creare themeas and how
differant texts are connecled.

intention
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O., Rhetoic :
This scheme will seek 1o deive nto the more profound nofions of ethos, !
pothos & logos expounded by Arstotie. We alo take a broad view of /
:l rhetoric’ by including more subtie approoches to the notion of influencing.4”
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Building on the schemes studied so far
Symbolism The Fiowers particutorly 7.1, Story & Context, thiz
Inthis schame, we explore and other short

metaphoncal thought and
language so that students leam
about the convanticns and
shared meanings that underpin
English

!
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looks at how a writer's parspechive s

influenced by theair context, and how
that in turn influences the writing thay
I produce.

Representation
This scheme explores how groups in
society are represented in fexts. If draws
on all of the previous concepts o

deveiop o more mature understanding

>
. Advanced lication of the Conce|

that every text 5 o representation of = 4 4
recfity Stpcfems will have encountered this term _d'le-ody but The findl scheme of K53 continues building
G this scheme wil allaw for a maore in-depth exploration on the knowtedge and skills deveioped in
of how different forms create different kinds of K$3 through odvanced additional practice
experence for oudiances. We ako ook at how of the concepts in reading. writing and

sequencing relates to meaning spoken languoge.



English Curriculum Overview

English KS3 Curriculum Topics
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. Antagonists irovel Wity Much Ado
Balads, lairy Poetry and Ahaut Nathing
tales and The Different

Graveyard Book | Cultures & 197

217 Cantury

Travel Writing
Rhetoric « focus Symbolism -
onnon-ﬂdm focus on The.
texts and “W'“‘
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The Smithdon Way Student Handbook

Have you seen this?

Includes the Smithdon
/, expectations

THE regarding uniform,
SMITHDON equipment, behaviour,
WAY safeguarding, routines
and lessons.

Student Handbook
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Work Hard Be Kind
and Smile




